Agenda Item 2.
MINUTES OF A VIRTUAL MEETING OF THE
SPECIAL COUNCIL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
HELD ON 22 APRIL 2020 FROM 8.30 PM TO 8.40 PM
Committee Members Present
Councillors: Bill Soane (Chairman), Malcolm Richards (Vice-Chairman), Lindsay Ferris,
John Halsall, Clive Jones and John Kaiser
Other Councillors Present
Councillors: Rachel Burgess and Andy Croy
15.
APOLOGIES
There were no apologies for absence received.
16.
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
The Minutes of the meeting of the Special Council Executive Committee held on 28
November 2019 were confirmed as a correct record and would be signed by the Mayor at
a later date.
17.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest received.
18.
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
There were no public questions received.
19.
MEMBER QUESTION TIME
There were no Member questions received.
20.
ARBORFIELD AND BARKHAM NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
The Committee considered a report relating to the adoption of the Arborfield and Barkham
Neighbourhood Plan following the referendum which was held on 6 February 2020 and
which was recommended for approval by the Executive at its earlier meeting.
The Deputy Leader of Council, on behalf of the Executive, introduced the report and stated
that the Plan was the culmination of 3½ years of hard work by members of Arborfield and
Newland and Barkham Parish Councils. It was noted that Neighbourhood Plans were part
of a Government initiative to get local parish and town councils involved in the planning
framework and as such Councillor Kaiser recommended it wholeheartedly.
Councillor Ferris was pleased to see the second Neighbourhood Plan in the Borough
coming forward and congratulated all involved for doing such a good job. Given the
current situation, and the fact that everyone was living in unprecedented times, Councillor
Ferris queried what the impact would be on any Neighbourhood Plan and what the
procedure would be if changes were brought in that required the Neighbourhood Plan to
be amended in the future. He highlighted that Twyford Parish Council was currently
working on their Neighbourhood Plan and he therefore wondered what the impact would
be on that too. Councillor Kaiser advised that he assumed that if something occurred that
necessitated the Plan being changed significantly, and thereby requiring it to be amended,
it would have to go back through the same process as before. It was agreed that the
matter would be looked into and Councillor Ferris provided with a response outside the
meeting.
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RESOLVED that:
1)

the Arborfield and Barkham Neighbourhood Plan be “made” (be adopted) to form
part of the statutory Development Plan pursuant to Section 38A(4) of The Planning
and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004; and

2)

the form, content and publication of the Decision Statement (set out in supporting
document Appendix A) be agreed pursuant to Regulation 19 of The Neighbourhood
Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (as amended) (“the Regulations”) in order to
give effect to the above recommendation.
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